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World  hog  numbers  continued  to  Increase  in  1956,  setting  a  new  record 
high  of  385  million  head.    This  was  about  1  percent  hi^ier  than  1955  and 
31  percent  above  prewar  1936-1*0. 


HOGS:  Estimated  world  total,  by  continent  or  area, 
averages  1936-2*0  and  191*6-50,  annual  1956  and  1957 


Continent 
or  area 


t 

t  Aver 

1 1936-1*0 


:  Increase  (+)  or 


North  America 

Europe   

U.S.S.R.  ..... 

Asia  

South  America, 

Africa   

Oceania   


Total 


Thousand 

61,1*00 
76,500 
32,300 
86,2*00 
31,300 
3,1*00 
2,100 


92*6-50 


1956  y  !  1957  y 


Thousand  2  Thousand 


71*, 500  I    71*,  100  !  71,1*00 

59,300  :    95,900  !  96,800 

13,000  .  2/52,100  .  2/56,1*00 

58,1*00  \  101*,  200  \  106,300 

33,900  !    1*7,900  J  1*8,1*00 

3,900  .     3,900  .  3,800 

2,000  \      2,100  ."  2,100 


:  195? 

>  14K 

Percent  « 

s Percent 

+16  : 

+28  : 

+1 

:  +8 

+23  ! 

!  +2 

+55  ; 

\  +i 

+12  , 

;  -3 

293,1*00  :  215,000  .  380,500  .  385,200  .  +31 


+1 


y   Preliminary.    2/    Estimates  far  October  of  preceding  year;  data  are 

not  comparable  with  earlier  figures,  which  are  5-year  averages  far  January  1. 

World  pork  output  in  1957  will  probably  be  about  the  same  as  a  year 
earlier.    Hog  numbers  at  the  end  of  1957  and  pork  output  in  1958  will  de- 
pend largely  upon  the  number  of  pigs  farrowed  in  1957.    There  are  indica- 
tions that  hog  numbers  on  farms  will  continue  their  steady  rise.  Ample 
feed  supplies  and  other  conditions  seem  favorable  to  a  further  increase  in 
hog  production  in  Eastern  Europe,  the  U.S.S.R.,  and  South  America.  Far- 
rowings  may  also  rise  during  1957  in  Canada,  Mexico,  Cuba,  and  Brazil. 

During  1956,  hog  numbers  rose  2  percent  in  Asia,  and  1  percent  in 
Europe  and  South  America.    The  U.S.S.R.  claims  an  increase  of  8  percent. 
Little  change  occurred  in  numbers  in  Oceania,  but  numbers  declined  3  per- 
cent in  Africa  and  1*  percent  in  North  America. 

Hog  numbers  are  particularly  large  in  South  America,  compared  with 
prewar,  attributable  to  considerable  development  in  the  production  of 
feed  grains  and  to  intensification  of  agriculture.    Hog  numbers  are  also 
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at  comparatively  high  levels  in  Europe  and  Asia.    Numbers  in  North  America 
are  only  moderately  above  prewar  and  considerably  below  its  potential 
capacity. 

Over  the  years,  hog  production  has  not  expanded  at  the  same  rate  as 
other  livestock  enterprises  and  crops  in  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  In 
these  countries,  relatively  high  feed  costs  have  tended  to  hold  down  hog 
production  while  there  has  been  a  marked  expansion  in  other  types  of  ag- 
ricultural production.    The  development  of  hog  production  in  Africa  has 
been  relatively  slow  because  of  a  shortage  of  feed  grains. 

Hog  numbers  in  Canada  declined  moderately  during  1956  but  production 
has  been  maintained  at  comparatively  higi  levels.    The  lower  production 
during  1956  combined  with  a  high  domestic  demand  for  pork  to  force  hog 
prices  to  high  levels  during  the  last  quarter  of  1956.    Canadian  hog  pro- 
ducers have  planned  to  increase  farrowing s  in  1957  and  numbers  in  December 
1957  are  expected  to  equal  those  of  1955. 

In  the  United  States  numbers  declined  from  55*2  million  in  January 

1956  to  52.2  million  at  the  first  of  1957  because  of  low  prices  for  hogs 
in  late  1955  and  early  1956.    Hog  numbers  continued  to  rise  in  Cuba  as  a 
result  of  a  strong  demand  for  pork  and  lard.    The  upward  trend  in  Mexican 
hog  numbers  continues.    Favorable  grain  production  has  encouraged  expecta- 
tions of  a  continued  rise  in  hog  numbers  next  year.    Hog  numbers  have  in- 
creased moderately  in  Honduras  in  the  past  few  years.    Numbers  were  esti- 
mated at  625,000  in  1956,  compared  with  615,000  in  1955,  and  525,000  in 
1952.    Prices  of  pork  are  considerably  higher  than  beef  prices.  Honduras 
exports  a  fairly  large  number  of  hogs  to  EL  Salvador  each  year. 

Hog  numbers  increased  slightly  in  Western  Europe  during  1956.  Num- 
bers increased  in  Denmark  following  a  decline  caused  ty  restricted  feed 
supplies.    Highly  satisfactory  prices  received  on  the  United  Kingdom  mar- 
ket have  encouraged  Danish  farmers  to  plan  for  more  farr owing s  during 

1957  than  they  did  for  last  year.    A  higher  slaughter  rate  in  late  1957 
and  early  1958  may  result.    Numbers  also  rose  in  the  United  Kingdom,  where 
lower  prices  in  1955  had  resulted  in  a  reduction  in  farrowings.  There 
were  also  moderate  gains  in  Greece,  the  Netherlands,  and  Sweden.  The 
slight  gain  in  Ireland  during  1956  is  expected  to  continue,  as  expected 
farrowings  are  up  again  this  year. 

Hog  numbers  in  Switzerland  reached  a  new  high  in  1956  and,  from  pre- 
sent indications,  seem  likely  to  remain  at  the  same  level  or  increase 
slightly  during  1957.    Restrictions  on  slaughter  hog  imports  have  kept 
slaughter  from  increasing  rapidly,  and  a  rising  per  capita  consumption 
of  pork  has  kept  the  demand  for  hogs  steady. 

West  German  hog  numbers  declined  during  1956,  and  are  expected  to 
remain  steady  or  show  a  slight  increase  during  1957  •  Numbers  also  de- 
clined in  Austria  and  Yugoslavia. 

Numbers  in  Belgium  and  France  were  steady  at  a  relatively  high  level. 
Although  there  is  a  surplus  of  pork  in  France  at  present,  French  farmers 
are  not  expected  to  reduce  their  pork  production  during  1957* 
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Reports  from  the  Eastern  European  area  indicate  a  general  increase 
in  hog  numbers  in  recent  years,  and  this  increase  probably  continued  in 
1956*    Poland  and  East  Germany  are  the  largest  producers  in  the  area, 
but  Czechoslovakia*  Hungary  /and  Rumania  probably  have  more  hogs  each 
year  than  any  country  in  Western  Europe,  except  West  Germany,  France, 
and  the  United  Kingdom.    There  are  indications  that  hog  numbers  will  drop 
in  East  Germany  and  Hungary  during  1957 • 

The  U*S«S«R«  published  an  estimate  of  56*1*  million  hogs  in  the 
Soviet  Union  in  October  1956,  Wiich  is  8  percent  over  the  1955  estimate 
and  10  percent  above  that  for  1953*  There  has  been  considerable  effort 
to  expand  hog  production  in  the  Soviet  Union  in  recent  years*  The  feed 
grain  harvest  of  1956  was  reported  to  be  unusually  large  and  to  contain 
an  increased  percentage  of  corn*  This  would  indicate  a  further  increase 
in  hog  production  in  1957 • 

Numbers  in  Asia  increased  in  most  countries,  China  being  an  exception* 
Hog  numbers  there  were  unofficially  reported  to  have  declined  in  1956* 
A  substantial  increase  in  Indonesia  was  due  to  settled  conditions  in  the 
farming  areas  following  the  recent  civil  war*    India  is  attempting  to  in- 
crease hog  production,  but  is  hampered  by  a  shortage  of  grain*    Hog  num- 
bers in  Japan  have  shown  a  steady  rise  since  the  end  of  World  War  II,  and 
a  further  increase  in  1956  may  be  expected. 

Hog  numbers  in  Brazil  5  the  most  important  hog  producer  in  South  Amer- 
ica, have  climbed  steadily  since  before  World  War  II •    Present  low  con- 
sumption is  due  to  the  lower  yield  of  most  of  Brazil's  hogs.    Sharp  demand 
for  pork  products  and  increased  grain  production  are  expected  to  raise  hog 
production  further* 

The  Argentine  census  of  July  1956  reported  3»9  mi  Hi  on  hogs,  only 
slightly  less  than  the  number  reported  in  the  1952  census* 
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